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One  current and prominnent starting point



The founding ñpatronsñ of The New Club of Paris
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Der Weltbank ïwie z.B. auch der Europ. 
Investment Bank (EIB) - ist die Wissens-

Ökonomie ein
großes Anliegen Ÿ Länderrating



What the NCP is about?

ÅDevelopment of the  Knowledge Society and its agenda

through its agents (called Ăintellectual capital entrepreneursñ)

ÅLobbyism in favour of the Knowledge Community:

Creating a proper understanding of KS with power owners

and opinion leaders, e.g. by acting towards politics.

ÅProclamation of a new ĂTrans-Disciplineñ called

Knowledge Sciene

ÅImplementing the Mission of the New Club of Paris

ÅMembers make the Club: initiators, founders, 

supporters - being scientists, knowledge entrepreneurs, 

senior politicians (Ăelder statesmenñ), opnion leaders, é 

ÅOrganisation (as partly already predefined by 

the statutes): Gen.Assembly, Board, General Secretary, 

Ambassadors, Advisory Groups, interest representation 

groups



What are the Clubósmajor concerns and acitivities?

1. Contributing to the Development of

Knowledge Science potentially constituted from:

- Knowledge Politics

- Knowledge Culture

- Knowledge Economy

- Knowledge Sociology

- Knowledge Management

- Knowledge é any

2. Developing and performing a research agenda

3. Managing the following action lines:
- conferences/ seminars / - panels /- Round Tables /
- non-profit advisory projects / - publications

4.   Running or participating in path paving projects such 
as: Round Tables, KERN, Multiversity, COIN, ĂAalto-
projectñ = ACSI, é

5.   Integration of or participation in initiatives directly
correlated to the Clubósmission

6.   Acting as a ĂVirtual Facultyñ
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ñThe New Club of Parisòis an 
organization open to everyone 
who is qualified to make contributions by 
scientific work or who has proven his / 
her competence by personal 
commitment.  It is an association of 
scientists and ñintellect entrepreneursò
dedicated to research and promotion of 
the idea of supporting the transformation 
of our society and economy into a  
knowledge society and a knowledge 
economyò

ñIn public we address decision-makers, 
specifically in politics, to embark on the 
new knowledge paradigm and to engage in 
developing new strategies which go far 
beyond the repetition of ñold recipesò to 
ñmake the futureò, or variations on the 
same theme. éò

The Manifesto of The New Club of Paris



2005: The Kick-Off Report 
The first most internationally 
remarked result of the Club in 2006

What e.g. does ĂThe New Club 
of Parisñ deliver?

Downloadable 
from

http://www.the
-new-club-of-
paris.org/
doc/Finland_Fi
ve%20steps%
20for%20
Finlands%20fu
ture_
FINAL_VERSI
ON.pdf 

http://www.the-new-club-of-paris.org/
http://www.the-new-club-of-paris.org/
http://www.the-new-club-of-paris.org/
http://www.the-new-club-of-paris.org/
http://www.the-new-club-of-paris.org/
http://www.the-new-club-of-paris.org/
http://www.the-new-club-of-paris.org/
http://www.the-new-club-of-paris.org/
http://www.the-new-club-of-paris.org/
http://www.the-new-club-of-paris.org/


Discussion with 
Members of the 
Finnish Parliament 
and, in specific, Prime
Minister Matti 
Vanhanen

The Ăkey productñ of the New Clubf Paris:  
Creation of consciousness and a political agenda 

through high level ĂRound Tablesñ 

The initial case : Finlandós Prime
Minister (and, at that time, President of 
the European Council), MattiVanhanen 
wanted to learn, what the Finish 
Knowledge Society shall be?



11© Günter Koch, Wien Vortragsversion

Pirjo Ståhle, 2007 11

The initial case: òFive Stepsò 
as concluded for Finland

1. Visualize a Big Dream
ÁFinlandôs Challenge: National vision with emotional power

2. Tell the Story of Finland
ÁSelf-analyses made in Finland exclude identity and values

3. Embed the objectives of innovative attitude and 
praxis in the society
ÁNeed for entrepreneurial spirit in the whole society

4. Develop social intelligence at global level
ÁNarrow communication culture with a lot of consensus.

5. Take a role of an environmental forerunner
ÁRisk taking capability might be an obstacle
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Pirjo Ståhle, 2007 12

How the Suggestions of the Round Table were 
taken up in the Program of the current Vanhanen 
Government 
(quot. from The Government Platform of Finland, April 15th, 2007)

Á òGovernment is committed to enhance the education for 
creativity and innovativeness throughout the whole education 
system starting from pre schools.ò

Á òThe image of Finland will be strengthened.ò

Á òThe government supports investments in management and 
leadership that supports innovative capacity.ò

Á òFinland has a possibility to be a strong international actor in 
environmental business.ò

Feedback-report from the 
Finish Round Table
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Pirjo Ståhle, 2007 13

The Round Table of òThe New Club of Parisò 
turns out to be an influential òKnowledge Toolò

(quoted after Pirjo Stahle)

ÁSuitable both on national and organisational level
ÁProduces strong impact with feasable effort
ÁTurns out to be an effective starting point for 

further projects for moving towards the 
Knowledge Society 
ÁIs an excellent starter method to develop and 

test knowledge methods & tools for nations, 
regions and organisations.
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Work being done in Austria 
before the Round Table:
Conceptualisation of a 

National Intellectual Capital Report
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The 25 pages brochure describes a transdisciplinary pilot 
project, run between 2005 - 2007 by the wb:ö core team 
consisting amongst many more of

Andreas Brandner, Günter Koch, Ursula Schneider  (À), é

The report describes a methodology for running a national
exercise in developing an ĂIntellctual Capital Reportñ for 
whole Austria. 

ĂTHE AUSTRIAN 
KNOWLEDGE REPORTñ
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Paris, May 28-29, 2009 Intellectual Capital for Communities in the Knowledge Economy

Strategic elements in 
transforming a country, region or 
city into a Ăknowledge regionñ

Visions of the governing political parties 

Policies of development bodies

Funding programs
by the agencies Constituting projects

Scientific an implementatory
contributions by key players



The RT method was also 
applied in an Austrian RT in 2009

Mission agreed with
funding institution 

Conclusion, condensation and
generation of report

Insider expert
opinion
from the
country
under 
consideration

(Austria)

Views and
contrasting

Opinions
given by

Knowledge
Society 
experts

from abroad

If possible,
analysis has to 
be performed in a
political context.
in Austria:
The Parliament



The specific theme set for Austria

ñTransformation of Austria 
towards the Knowledge Societyò

Ă..in favour of new ĂóKnowledge Politicsó ñ

(Press Agency Publication, Vienna, June 18, 2009)

The President of the Austria Parliament 
receiving the"New Club of Parisñ é

éwasstating: ĂéAs the primerepresentativeof the AustrianNational
ParliamentI wantto state, that I am completelyopenfor receivingthe
recommendationsfromtheRoundTableof theNewClubof Paris. At the
sametimeI am alsoproudto state, thatAustriais on a goodwayfor
alreadyadoptingthe new conceptof ĂKnowledgePoliticsñ. We are
preparedto activelytakepartin thedesignof politicswithinthecurrent
waveofmodernisation. WiththisinmindI wishtheassemblyorganisedby
TheNewClubofPariseverysuccessforitsnewapproachéñ



An impression of a Round Table event
in summer 2009 in the Austrian Parliament



First rough insights gained on what
Austria needs to approach / to change

ÅThe consequences of the fall of the Berlin Wall still are not yet 
understood well. Curtains are no more of iron, but may be
of wood (Busek)

ÅAustria has not yet found its identity within Europe and in the world

ÅThe country ïdespite of its image as an open touristic country ï
is very inward directed, little transparant and little open

ÅCapital market not ready for the future; close to zero venture capital

ÅOld paradox of Austrian economy seems to turn in a new one

ÅInput ïOutput relationship very problematic if not to say inefficient

ÅSocial innovations will become much more important than
Ătechnicalñ or formal ones

ÅLow trust level between citizens, Ăfearfull attitudeñtowards risks

ÅPrimary education needs a dramatic change

Ålack in tertiary educated talents to master the next growth cycle

ÅStructure of decision makings in specific on political level 
much too complex (Multiplicities and Ăsilosñ)

ÅLack in entrepreneural transformations -> Ăsocietal entrepreneursñ

ÅHierarchies in society and, even more, in administration
hinder change. Overboarding burocracy Ăin the backgroundñ  



A selection of some few
positive ideas for change

ÅContinue to convince politicians on accepting any further 
developing knowledge politics and knowledge policies

ÅGain media as partners (take Club of Rome as a good example!) 

ÅPrototype a new learning situation
(Ÿ tomorrowós Knowledge Caf® on the Ănew schoolñ !)

ÅImprove interactions between players, e.g. in a finance 
dependant environment by instruments such as  
matching funds

ÅScientific work needed on developing new indicators and 
economic models

ÅCreate a Ăcenterñ for novel research in complexity
(as a new meta science)

ÅOrientate towards insightful research such as brain research

ÅGive stronger support to social and human sciences

ÅCreate a Nobel Prize in Social Sciences !!!!!!!!!





Die resümierenden Empfehlungen

1. Findung einer Identitªt (auch) als ĂWissenslandñ

2. Entwicklung des Humanpotentials, auch durch Import 

intellektueller Kapazitäten 

3. Radikaler Strategiewechsel: mehr statt weniger Investition in 

Forschung & Entwicklung

4. Förderung neuer, meta- und transdisziplinärer Wissenschaften, 

nicht zueletzt als verbessertes Beratungspotential für de Politik

5. Bildung und Fºrderung des neuen ĂSocietal Entrepreneursñ und 

Verbesserung der Kapitalisierung neuer Unternehmen(sformen)

6. Investition in neues Strukturkapital: Future Centers, ACSI-Projekte, 

Think Tank f¿rós Parlamenté



Die resümierenden Empfehlungen (1)

ÅIdentitätsfindung als großes Thema weltweit. 

Ref. S. Huntington: ĂWho are weñ? Auch groÇes EU-Thema !

ÅÖsterreich hat drei Traumata zu verarbeiten: (1) Minimierung

nach 1. WK, (2) Intellektueller Brain Drain / Kill im 3. Reich +

2. WK, (3) Neue Rolle nach  Fall des Eisernen Vorhangs 1989

ÅNCP + wb:ö-Projekt: Promotion der Idee der Findung einer

Identität als Wissensregion

ÅÖsterreich als Leitnation zur Schaffung eines Wissenslandes

(in Ergänzung zu Kunst/ Kultur + Wintersport)



Die resümierenden Empfehlungen (2)

ÅEntwicklung des Humanpotentials + Steigerung des

intellektuellen Kapitals angesichts Ăbildungskatastrophaler

Zustªndeñ

ÅBildungsparadoxon: Hohe Investitionen (Input) bei

miserablen Resultaten (Output): Reformen auf der

Strecke dazwischen

ÅZu gering genutzte Option des Imports intellektueller

Ressourcen, insbesondere aus dem unmittelbar 

benachbarten Ausland



Die resümierenden Empfehlungen (3)

ÅRadikaler Strategiewechsel in der FTI-Politik

ÅEher 4% (-> 5%) vom BSP als Einfrieren bei 2.6% (vgl. zur

Strategie von anderen Ländern im Krisenzeitalter, z.B. D )

ÅKleine Länder müssen gegenüber den großen relativ mehr

in F&E und deren Infrastrukturen investieren

ÅWeitere Fakten: siehe Systemevaluierung durch WIFO et al.

ÅAktuelle Publikation der Forschungsstrategie des Bundes:

Nichts Neues. Schºne Kompilation dessen, was ehó schon

lange bekannt war. In Wirklichkeit eine visionslose Strategie.

ÅDringend geboten: Von der Analyse zur Aktion.



Die resümierenden Empfehlungen (4)

ÅWissenschaftliche Kompetenzen mit hohem

Zukunftspotential fördern (z.B. Systemforschung)

ÅNeue meta- und transdisziplinäre Disziplinen und

Methoden, um die ĂGrand Challengesñ zu bewªltigen

ÅBeispiel: Komplexitätsforschung, auch zur methodischen

Unterfütterung politischer Entscheidungen

ÅEngagement in die Schaffung eines Nobelpreises der

Sozialwissenschaften, nicht zuletzt, um diese zu 

motivieren, sich neu aufzurichten und die neuen sozialen 

Phänomene zu begleiten



Die resümierenden Empfehlungen (5)

ÅKultur des Ăsozietalen Unternehmertumsñ fºrdern

ÅVerstärkte Dynamisierung des Unternehmertums, die in

Zukunftsbereichen aktiv sind

ÅFinanzierungsmöglichkeiten für die Entwicklung neuer 

Unternehmen verbessern

ÅInsbesondere: monetäre Bewertung von Unternehmen mit

wissensbasierter, intangibler (immaterieller) Produktion

entwickeln

ÅKonzeptlücke in der Finanzierungsstrecke Forschung ->

unternehmerische Verwertung schließen



Die resümierenden Empfehlungen (6)

ÅMassive Steigerung der Investitionen in (intellektuelles)

Strukturkapital

Åé so z.B. Future Centers, ACSIs, Think Tanks

ÅSpeziell: Think Tank für das 

Parlament
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Austriaós attempt to 
develop a ĂKnowledge 

Politics Agendañ

1. Step (2006:) Scientific foundations 
through a true transdisciplinary project 

2. Step (2007): Designing a model and a 
process for organising future knowledge 
politics (Ÿnat. K-Report)

3. Step (2009): Running the 1st 
International Conference on ĂKnowledge 
Politicsñ in the context of the Austrian 
NCP Round Table

4. Step: (2010): Defining a Strategy for a 
National Knowledge Politics by  means 
of broad participation by everyone 
interested ïvia an internet facility. 1st 
results at Ă2nd Conference on Knowledge 
Politicsñ
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Round-Table-Länderberichte des New Club of 
Paris zur Agenda-Entwicklung von Staaten, die 

den Prozess der Transformation in die 
Wissensgesellschaft aktiv betreiben

A New Vision
For Malaysia

The 2010 RoundTable 
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